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THE HISTORY OF SLAVERY AND THE IMPACTS TOWARDS CONTEMPORARY SOCIETY
Introduction
	Slavery has been a major contagious issue within the United States of America. While many blacks have contributed to the development of the United States, it is evident that they have been underrated for many years. The failure to develop sufficient policies to solve cases of discrimination has continued to affect many lives in the United States. While Blacks have been protesting against discriminatory practices such as the Jim Crow laws for many years, little has been done to secure the black people from the increased forms of discrimination. Persisted agitations from regimes that protect the people have been major challenges that have continued to affect the blacks. However, if policies have been enacted, it would help to solve the main problems that affect the people over time. The history of slavery portrays a significant impact to the contemporary society.
The History of Slavery in the United States of America
	Since the introduction of slavery in the United States, many slaves tried to resist being slaves. The idea of equality in the late 1800s was unheard of in the United States. This was as a result of increasing inequality such as unequal income, slavery, black codes, and segregation and class divisions. Most of the Northern politicians also emerged to address the issue of redistributive policies that had emerged at the time. The modernization of the United States was impossible as a result of increasingly socio-economic differences between the southern and the Northern states. This has been included in the first chapter where the south and the northern states began to compete against each other (Meier & Rudwick, 2001).
	The existence of black codes and laws that hindered people to pay the minority groups for work done or even creating employment opportunities for the slaves was a major issue. The African Americans and the Asian Americans were from a different social class as compared to the whites. This brought increased cases of segregation and social hatred between the two groups. Although the slaves tried as much as they could to protest against these policies, it was clear that there were no established ways of ensuring that equality was attained in the United States. Identity politics were a part of the noneconomic issues that emerged as a result of the increasing nature of inequality that emerged at the time (Brett & Paul, 2009).
	The emancipation Proclamation of 1863 was a declaration to free all slaves who resided in territory in their rebellion against the federal government. Although Emancipation Proclamation helped to free many slaves, it helped to mark the end of the civil war. The proclamation helped Abraham Lincoln to preserve the United States as a union. Abraham Lincoln triumphed over the civil war due to his leadership qualities that helped him to win over the war. He often took direct roles in military planning through engagement of generals who would not relent in battles.
	In sum, blacks have contributed to the economic and social development of the United States. However, their history of injustices and racial prejudices has affected them over time. Racism and discrimination has been a major challenge that has continued to affect the black communities while at the same time contributing to the problems that were faced by the black communities. While the American government has given the black communities their rights such as duty to vote, work with respect of others and also provide economic prosperity to the people, it is evident that there have been major challenges that have continued to affect the lives of the black communities. There is a need to provide the blacks with the rights that would help them to compete and also live meaningful lives (Denzel, 2015).
The Impact of the History of Slavery on the US Contemporary Society
Looking at the contemporary American society, it is very simple to identify many issues and problems facing different groups as they struggle to find their place as natives of the American identity. The impact that the history of slavery has had on the contemporary American society cannot be overemphasized. Though this impact could be viewed based on two broader perspectives of positive and negative, evidence of negative impact of such slavery history on the lives of many people outweighs the positive considerations by far. Consequently, this section is inclined towards the consideration of the negative impact of the history of slavery on the US contemporary society.
To begin with, it is worth mentioning that the effect that the history of slavery has had on the contemporary American society is largely generational in nature (Lovejoy, 2011). This impact is made widely vivid by the different kinds of medias existing in the American society today. Another important fact that is worth mentioning before delving into the analysis of the negativity of slavery in the American society is that, in the contemporary society, it is the African Americans that have suffered and continue to suffer most from the legacy of slavery in the United States of America. In this respect, the media has played a very significant part in subjecting the African Americans to very negative stereotypical perceptions, something that has resulted into making the lives of many African American people very difficult and uncomfortable in the American society. The picture that radios and televisions create of the African Americans has contributed significantly in widening the equality gap between the Whites and the Blacks in the contemporary American society. In this regard, even the African Americans who are secure and of high social class are frequently disrespected and their image soiled by the negative impression created by negative messages perpetrated via the media (Lovejoy, 2011). 
One of the major impacts of slavery history that has had the biggest negative impact on the contemporary American society is the development and growth of racism in the American society (Brett & Paul, 2009). This kind of social mayhem has had a toll on the lives and existence of many African Americans living in the US. Racism has penetrated virtually all the social institutions in the United States of America such that it has become nearly impossible for the American Africans to live a day without experiencing acts or expressions of prejudice from the white Americans. One area that has greatly been affected by this kind and level of racism in the contemporary American society is the school. Despite the fact the end of the Jim Craw rules in the US was marked by the end of separating schools for the African Americans and the White Americans, the removal of such separation seems to have only happened in physical terms, leaving the psychological set up of these two groups completely at loggerheads (Brett & Paul, 2009). This can directly be seen by any person who elects to visit any elementary, middle or high school in any part of the country today. What is widely evident among the students in these institutions of learning is the congenial comradery, the comradery of which is built upon religious, cultural, and socioeconomic backgrounds from which different students come from. However, though the socioeconomic, religious, and cultural factors help to determine the student comradery, these social groupings are majorly formed based on student races. Though it is easily conceivable that children of this age in different schools may be oblivious of the many differences existing between and among people, they are taught about these differences right from their homes by their family members and especially their parents, guardians and close relatives.
The fact that children learn how different they are from other people from their families provides the best explanation of the reasons why fighting racism in the contemporary American society has not born any good fruits so far. People’s homes serve as the main stem from where the problem of racism grows in the contemporary American Society. To solve this problem, social programs need to be put in place to teach racism not only in schools but from the different home settings. This program should aim at making people of different races in the United States of America understand the fact that all human beings are equal creatures existing in the environment. Consequently, people need to understand that families, neighbors, schools, churches, communities, and many other social constructions all play a significant role in molding us into whoever we are as human beings. This kind of understanding is what shapes people’s values and beliefs. However, the thought of slavery and what the history of such slavery feeds the people’s minds today has resulted into massive ignorance and doubt in the relevance and applicability of such knowledge about the nature of human beings. The result of this ignorance has been the continued subconscious and conscious teaching of intolerance and bigotry by many American families to their children from their home settings. Consequently, the American children grow up enculturated to believe in such myopic and faulty views of people of other races, something that leaves the schools with minimal chances of transforming the minds and beliefs of such generation. Therefore, the history of slavery has, for many years, continued to intensify racism in the contemporary American society, the racism of which is generational in nature. 
Another very widely experienced impact that the history of slavery has had on the contemporary American society is the creation of the of the belief of superiority and the belief in people’s minds that the “other” is inferior and consequently less human (Lovejoy, 2011). This kind of inhuman mentality did not start anywhere in the recent past, it was a kind of mentality that the slave owners in the history of slavery constructed in their treatment of the slaves they owned or possessed. This historic institution of slavery has undergone rippled rebirths from when it was constructed to the present-day society. This kind of slavery institution has done a considerable job in creating feelings of animosities towards the minority groups especially by the people who consider themselves superior. Looking at the contemporary American society, the white Americans have developed a great desire to become better people than the African Americans. This kind of desire and need has been facilitated by the faulty social upbringing that such people get from their family backgrounds, making them to belief that they are superior to the African Americans. What has resulted from these kinds of feelings has been the growth in the gap between the social class of the white Americans and the African Americans. The white Americans have continuously become more economically empowered, allowing them to take their children to the best schools and universities in the country. The social class issue in the contemporary American society has also resulted into the creation of inferiority feelings among the African Americans, something that has continues to undermine their economic growth as a group. This has resulted into the increase in poverty among the African American communities in the US. As we speak, the highest percentage of poor people in the American society are the African Americans (Lovejoy, 2011).
As the social class gap among the white Americans and the African Americans continues to widen, some people are coming up with explanations that to account for these differences, stating that the fear of the “other” or the desire to be better than someone else is not an unusual feeling, but a natural human instinct. Though the history of slavery could have a substantial hand in the creation of differences between the white Americans and the African Americans, some psychologists have relentlessly continued to argue that divisions amongst people are a natural occurrence and that such divisions have been experienced from all the way from the beginning of time where people have differed in terms of their political views, religious convictions, race, sexual orientation among other social and economic parameters. However, the influence that the history of slavery in the US has had on the Americans’ perceptions their differences transcend mere natural history and depicts a trend in behavior that only intensifies the plight of the African Americans within the contemporary American society. This result has been a direct consequence of the psychological degradation, systemic denigration, and the class warfare that has grown into a subconscious demon in the contemporary American society (Sheridan, 1985). 
According to Botkin (1946), the American history of slavery has created the faulty belief among the Americans that the African Americans are inferior people of low class who cannot achieve any meaningful thing in life on their own without the help of the white American. The effect of this kind of myopic and faulty belief is evidenced by many demographic facts about the American people in the contemporary society. One such fact is that the largest percentage of people who have been incarcerated through the contemporary American legal system has comprised the African Americans (Botkin, 1946). This means that even the American legal system in place today is still operating within the slavery institution which considered the slaves as people of a lesser human dignity and who could be subjected to any kind of punishment if their owners felt offended by them. As a result, the African Americans who have ended up finding themselves in confrontation with the legal system in the United States have fallen victims of incarceration.
Another evident impact of the history of slavery in the contemporary American society is the fact that only a few number of African Americans directly involved in the American economic and political processes (Meier & Broderick, 1971). The Americans consider these two fields as very crucial players with magnificent impact on the prosperity of their nation. Consequently, people who are entrusted with the running and decision-making processes in these fields are those who are considered to of superior intelligence and personality. The fact that only a few African Americans have succeeded in serving as key players in these fields is enough evidence that their superiority in terms of intelligence and dignity is not trustworthy before the contemporary American society. This is the kind of perception that the history of slavery has continued to perpetrate in the US for many years.
The unemployment rate that is currently experienced in the US is another indication of the negative impact that the history of slavery has on the African Americans in the contemporary American history. The current American statistics on the state of employment in the country reveals that while the unemployment rate of the white Americans is presently at the rate of 8.1%, the African Americans still staggering with an unemployment rate of 13% (Lovejoy, 2011). This kind of disparity in the employment of these two communities in the United states has been one of the most influential factors leading to the widening of the gap between the social classes in the contemporary American society. Favoring the white Americans for employment opportunities and discriminating the African Americans stems from the slavery institution in which the slaves, majority of which were blacks, were being considered by their owners as individuals who were only suitable for manual and dirty work in farming fields and not for a decent working environment (Lovejoy, 2011). This is a very negative mentality that has continued to undermine the African Americans’ chances of getting top quality jobs in the contemporary American society.
To sum it all up, the history of slavery has had very significant impact on the construction of the contemporary American society. This impact has been more negative than positive, with the negativity being felt most by the African American community. The different kinds of effects that the history of slavery has had towards the contemporary American society can be generally considered as the creation of two social groups in the country: the majority and the minority, with the African Americans finding themselves into the latter category. The existence of these two social constructions in the contemporary American society is what has led to the uncomfortable feelings among each group whenever they meet for the first time either as neighbors in a residential area or as co-workers in a work environment. These social constructions have as well contributed to widening the communication gap between the majority and the minority. Just as it can be envisaged from the above discussions, the impacts of the slavery history towards the contemporary American society are just as devastating as what the sinful slavery itself was in the olden times. Though the whites may defend themselves by saying they are the ones who enacted laws that brought slavery to an end, they need to understand that the plight of the minority is being created by the contemporary society in which they live as the majority community. Consequently, they still have a lot to do to ensure to bring the rippling impact of the slavery history towards the contemporary society to an end. 
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